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rel E - ingenuity of un diligently 
| Hee for the authority of precedent, to ſanc · 
tion the propꝛiety of a favotite meaſure; but the 
revolution which produced the chearful hilarity of 


this day 1s entitled to our grateful commemora- 


tion, not from a ſervile imitation of ancient cuſ- 


toms, but from ĩta own abſtract and intrinſic me- 2 
rits. The preſervation of our independence is 
intimately connected with aipreſcivation of thoſe 


ſentiments and opinions which gave birth to it, 


und the experience of one and twenty years affords 


an umple conviction that the ſpirit which an ĩmat- 


cr” © 


ed bur countrymen at the glorious epoch we cele = 
brate, ſtill warms our boſoms—nor has an unin- | 


rerrupred enjoyment of the defired boon, leſſened 
in our view its ineſtimable value. Thoſe teſtimo- 


nies of lively recollection which have mark'd each 


ny" return of this anniverſary, unequivo- 
152 5 | | cnn 


*—. An ORATION. 


| ſervid an of en oh cw is 1 a 
ever memorable period of ne 


Tur dens and 8 which 1 
bed three millions of our ſpecies diſdainfully to 
repel the inſidious approaches of tyranny, form a. 
ſubject for ſublime ſpeculation and dignified diſ> 
cuſſion - the frequent elegahce and ability, how- 
ever, with which it has been treated, preclude 
every attempt at originality ; ſcarce leave a novelty 
of cxprefſion to the ſpeaker of the preſent day. 
But the joyous feſtivity of the occaſion, and the 
impreſſive candor which beams from every coun- 
tenance inſtruct me that the ſeverity of een : 

| Has 1 no > part in the object of this a HY 2 


Tur baleful ſoirir of . e 
wh ich chaſed our forefathers from the land of 
their nativity, compelled. them to take refuge. in 
the dens and caverns of a wilderneſs—greatly 
preferring the inhoſpitable wilds. of America with 
freedom of ſentiment, to the luxurioys abodes of 
_ cultivated Europe when, ſhackled by. oppreſſion, 


Here then we diſcover the ſource from which 


aroſe that delicacy of feelings, that purity. of man- 
den Fhat rigid inflexibiliry of principles. which 
gave 
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gave birth to our admirable republic. Degene- 
nate indeed muſt have been their offspring had 
they ſuffer'd the hand of tyranny, to ſtifle: in un 
boſoms; the glowing ſpirit of ſuch progenitorz. 
It were needleſs to repeat the various perils which 
our ſettlers encountered in their infant eſtabliſh. 
ment; to deſcribe a warfare with the treacherous 
inhabitant of the woods, novel in its manner, and 
cruel in ita conduct. Suffice it, that under every 
impreſſion of difficulty and danger, ſtill their ſet- 
tlements flouriſhed ; and by progreſſive improve 
ment, became at the commencement of the pre- 
ſent century, the ſtrongeſt arm of the Britiſh em- 
Pire. © The inhabitants of the, then, American 
colonies, were filled with ſentiments of loyalty 
to their king and veneration for the conſtitution 
of Great Britain. Thanks to the fooliſh policy 
of her miniſters, thoſe ſentiments ſo inimical to 
our national ee were Hor 1 to re- 
mein. et TO WS 1 . gk 1 
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3 "Marty" tree vids uf hi. in- 

5 Tpired the people of America, with the maſt dread- 
Tul henfions. The ſafety of - thoſe darling 
rights and privileges for which they were ready 

to facrifice their lives, appear'd imminently en 

0 e " its EO they entertain'd a 

E _ . 1 


five. n and a 


malls ap tha Gm ese, would 


abtain fixes the labs and generoſity of the pa- 


ent country, ample reparggion far injuries which | 
they had ſuſtained, and ſecurity. againſt the inflice | 
tion of others, in future. But the humble. peti- 


tions of America were anſwered with inſult, her 


_ agents treated with the fouleſt contempt, and che 


right of taxing us © in all cafes whatever,” at 


155 length, avowed as a principle equitable in itſelf, ; 


and ſtrictly conformable to the political conſtitu · 


tion of Great- Britain. A declaration at once ſo 
oppreſſive and abſurd, diſcover d to Ameriea the 
precipice on which ſhe ſtood. The tyrannic mea 
ſures of a Britiſh miniſtry, and the obſequious 
devotion of a Britiſh parliament, rouſed in every 
dreaſt a merited deteſtation of the IN 


1d a reſolute anni do reſiſt. 
Tus agents pe in "tho ele plan of 


| ſubjugating the colonies endeavor'd not by lenient 
people to their ee but a {yſtem of terns ar 


3 ſpeedy ſucceſs and more piano Un- | 


"awed however by the threats, and undiſmayed hy 
Le aaa nn 
1tants 


Arn ORATION, „ 
bitants of the different States, aſſociating more 
intimately in the hour of danger, diſcovered am- 
ple reſources in that ſpirit of unanimity which 
pervaded all ranks of ſociety, and determined by 
a a deciſive declaration of their Independence to 
| Hhiver the diſgraceful manacles of ſlavery which 
were prepared for them. How auguſt | is the 
ſpectacle which they exhibited to the world. An 
infant nation ſtruggling againſt the full grown 
ſtrength of an ancient and powerful monarchy ; 
having in vain attempted by the force of reaſon. 
and entreaty to obtain redreſs from their haughty 
tyrants, ſolemnly announcing io mankind, their 
determination to be free or periſh in the attempt. 
Uninfluenced by the trifling conſiderations of pri. 
vate intereſt ; unaffected by the ſingular peril of. 
their ſituation ; ſurrounded by the fleets and ar- 
mies of the foe, the repreſentatives of America, 
in the preſence of Almighty Go, declare that 
the tyranny of the parent country had abſolved 
them from all obligations of allegiance. That 
henceforth they were and of right ought to be, 
a free, ſovereign and independent people. Thus 
having deſtroyed the poſſibility of reconciliation, 
it remain'd for them, to ſupport with every effort 
of patriotiſm, a A declaration announced, with ſuch 
in mur. bd, 
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efforts they employe 
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Howsy * unprepared for warfare with antago- 


Þ niſts ſo tar their ſuperiors in the deadly practice, 


ſtill they ſhrunk. not from the unequal conteſt, 


To the hardy veterans of Europe they oppoled the 
- rude untrained levies of the moment, the volun- 


tary exertions of individuals and the ſanctified 
Juſtice of their cauſe. The only object they con- 
templat ed, was their country's freedom, the only 

„ fair and honorable con- 

flict in arms. No aan e proſeription, traced 
the ſteps of our revolution, in the blood of aſſaſſi- 
nated brethren. No mockery of juſtice, made 
the difference of opinion a ſignal for execution. 


The American cauſe needed not the aid of ſuch 


auxiliaries. Founded in juſtice, conducted with 
firmneſs and diſcretion, it ended in the moſt am- 


ple and unbounded ſucceſs. Search the varied 
hiſtory of nations: analiſe the diſcordant princi- 


ples of government, the records of mankind afford 


not an inſtance of a revolution ſo important, ef 


ſected with ſo few enormitics. To the wiſe pro- 


_ viſions of our venerable foreſathers are we indebt- 
ed for ſuch ſalutary effects. Their early eſtabliſh. 


ments for the education of youth rendered the 
attainment of knowledge eaſy to the pooreſt mem- 


ber of the community. Hence their rights were 
clearly underſtood, the bleſſings of genuine liberty 


ardently purſued and the viſionary wanderings of 


its phantom moſt judiciouſly avoided. © Tnar 


3 
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Tur our revolution was fo little diſgraced 


* eruelty and injuſtice much alſo is due to the 


exertions of our clergy, and it is with pride 1 
here offer my kumble tribute of applauſe to that 

devout and learned profeſſion. The holy precepts _ 
of our religion which they inculcated, and the 


| bright examples of virtue which they exhibired, 


gave them a great and merited influence with the 


| pebple. To their eternal honour be it recorded, 


tbar influence exerted on the fide of liberty and 


5] humanity, in a great meaſure reſtrained thoſe 
wild exceffes which have too frequently blaſted in 


the” execution; a cauſe deſigned by the nobleſt 
nde of the human mind. | 


. e obtain d the plorious object of our 
conteſt, and wrung from the government of Great 
Britain, a tardy and reluctant acknowledgment of 


our Independence, the period which reſtor'd peace 


to our nation was replete alſo with danger. The 
ſyſtem of Federation which had anſwered every 
purpoſe while we were under the impreſſion of a 


: foreign foe, was found totally inadequate to the 


intention, when that powerful incentive to union, 


was removed. The united wiſdom of the 


continent was therefore ſummoned to deviſe a 


mere eligible plan of national government. 
1 . Production of this afſembly of ſages 


was 


- g * 
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Vas that ER combination of liberty and law, 


the Federal Conſtitution, under which we now 
xiſt; a work, which would have added reputation 
to the character of a Solon or Licurgus. And 
under whoſe genial influence the United States 
have advanced toward wealth and proſperity, 


with a rapidity uncxampled i in the annals of th 5 
o 


Bur * we | ed md unfeigned ; joy 
the auſpicious effects of our revolution, we can- 
not but obſerve with the moſt painſul anxiety, 
that the mad ſury of Eurpocan politics threatens 

to caſt a gloom o'er the bright proſpects of our 
political horizon, and to involve us in the calam- 
itous conſequences of a war which hath - already 
deluged with blood the faireſt quarters of the 


globe. — The refuſal of France to receive our mi- 
niſter, and her unprovoked depredations on our 


commerce teach us the inſtructive. leſſon, that na- 


tional friendſhips and national partialities exiſt 
onl y in the diſtem pered imagination of the enthu- 


ſſiaſtie theoriſt, This conduct is not only a viola- 


tion of the law of nations, but an infraction of a 
rreaty moſt ſolemnly ratified between us. The 
l ; reaſon alſign'd for ſuch violent outrages is but an 


sten of the inſult; and muſt excite the in- 


dignation 
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85 dignation of every American who has hs diſcern« 


ment to perceive, or the ſenſibility that can feel, 
the wounded honor of his country.— Much has 
been ſaid of the gratitude due to France for her 


aſſiſtance in the glorious revolution which we ce- 
lebrate. The motives of this aſſiſtance it is unne- 
cefſary to develope. But the credit which ſhe 
- would derive from it, is juſtly loſt in a ſyſtematic 


and inſidious attempt to create diſſentions be- 


tween the people and conſtituted authorities of 


our country.—To individuals of the French na- 
tion we are indebted for great and important ſer- 
vices. To the armies which fought by our ſides 


ve feel ſentiments of grateful acknowledgment ; 
nor ſhall the injuſtice of their country ever baniſh 
from our minds the ſweet remembrance of their 
_ gallant deeds. While Frenchmen were contend- 
ing for that liberty, which we ſo eminently enjoy, 
” however we might diſapprove the means, fill - on 
the grand principle we wiſhed them ſucceſs ; we 


were their friends in reality not by profeſſion, but 


their attempt to influence and diſtract our coun- 
eils, has made a ravage in our friendſhip that 


eannot eafily be forgotten. As an independent 
nation, the reſponſibility of our meaſures reſts 
with us. © /f we have committed errors and thoſe 
can be ee we ſhall by e willing to corre © 


them ; 


% Ar GONAT ION 

lem f if we have done injuries, u ſpall be willing, 
 a#-conviiow, to redreſi tum, but the guardians 
of our on honor we can not, will not, tamely 

15 . to the 7 8 8 al oe . 


| Þ native principles of ener which ella 
- bliſhed will protect our independence and convince 

the. intriguing politics of every nation, that be... 
tween the people and government of Americas 
there is not the ſhadow of diſtinction. 


Waarevir may be the event of negotiation, 
ee deſirous to maintain peace and amity with 
the French Republic, ſtill it bebomes us to be pre · 
pared for all events, and if the fad alternative mult 
be unqualified ſubmiſſion to their will or oppoſi- 
non in arma, I will not inſult the ipirit and bravery” 
of my country men by a. doubt upon their choice 
on a ſubject like this, we ſhall all be united. 
Away then with the ridiculous diſtinctions of 
party, we are Americans; and glorying in the cha» 
| ent tranſmit ic untullied to poſterity. 


85 


FN a view of our foreign relations ge chear- 
fully recur to the proſperous ſtate of our domeſtic, ' 
| affairs, and permit me here, my fellow citizens. 
to congratulate you upon the late election to che 1 
chief ny. of this Commonwealth, "0 38 
the 
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the Cingular felicity of governments conſtituted | 
like ours, that offices of honor and truſt are confi. 
| ded to thoſe only whoſe merit has deſignated them 
the ſafe and dignified repoſitory of the laws ; at a 
period too when the venerable Apans, o 'crplicd ; 
with public energies, demands of his country a 
reſt from his labors, it is with the higheſt ſatisfac- 
tion, that we contemplate in the character of his 
' ſucceſſor, thoſe virtues which will adorn, thoſe 
. talents which will ably diſcharge, the I 5 
duties of his elevated Ration. 


1 our laſt annual e of this 
great and glorious day, an event has occurred. 
which will give a ſtriking example to mankind, 
of republican moderation and political integrity. | 
That illuſtrious man whoſe Herculean arm ſtran- „„ 
gled in the cradle of our liberties, the ſerpents f Nv 
deſpotiſm and oppreſſion; having devoted to his 7 
country the moſt valuable moments of his life, vo- 
luntarily deſcends from the high and lofty ſtation, | 
which the voice. of applauding millions had aſſign- 
ed nim, and ſeeks in the boſom of retirement, to 
cloſe a life,” marked with the ſplendid character 
of virtue, magnanimity and honor. Far is jt . 51-20 
above my feeble talent, to add a ſingle ſprig, to 5 
the wreaths of laurel, which adorn his brow, but 
while PE — warm our ann while we 
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feel the proud ſentiment that we are the country- 


men of WaAAZHIAO ron, let us aſpirate to heaven a 
prayer, that in his philoſophic retirement, every 
Joy and bleſſing of life may be accorded him; that 


no dark cloud may obſcure the mild radiance of 


| his ſetting ſun 


* And when old time ſhall lead him to his he 
| Goodneſs and he fill up one monument.“ DW | 


Tur ſucceſſor of Waſhington, it muſt be ac- 


Kknowledged, has a great and arduous taſk. Hap- 
pp for our country her choice has fallen ona man 


whoſe long, laborious ſervices, in times when 


every ſtep was mark'd with danger and diſmay, 
- pronounce him fully adequate to the exigency of 
the caſe. If a profound knowledge in the ſcience 


of government, a deciſive firmneſs and intrepidity 


of conduct, a cool deliberating head and an honeſt 
feeling heart, are requiſites to conſtitute the en- 
lightened "ſtateſman ; the preſidential chair of 
America will continue to exhibit that luminous 
diſſplay of patriotic virtue and dignified deport- 
ment which have rendered it the pride of our own | 
4 n, the envied admiration of othets. ; 


' AuzRIcans ! we poſſeſs a country extenſive 


and luxuriant. Nature has with a laviſh hand 


3 upon it her choiceſt gifts, The prolific 


SO 3 boſom 
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baſom of the earth chearfully yields a rich 5 
_ eqpious harveſt to the induſtrious exertions of her 


children. Our conſtitution, the reſult of our own 
._ . deliberate choice, ſecures to us every right conſiſte 


ent with goq order and the general welfare, 
What then, my friends, can diſturb the full tide 
of our proſperity, Will foreign foes jnvade our 


peaceful ſhares, deſtroy the palladium of our lib- 
Frties, and ſubject us to the inſolent rapacity of 3 
conqueror? We may defy the combined deſpots 
of the earth. Do we fear, leſt ambition and the 
luſt of power ſhould eſtabliſn on the ruin of our 


| republic, a haughty dominion. of ariſtocracy ? 


Pread it not, the American nation clearly under 


| Randy and vigilantly guards its rights ; the at» 
tempt would be ridiculous, the conſequent failure 
inevitable. But while we are ſecure from ſuch 


attempts, let us beware that our liberty degeneratg 
not into licentiouſneſs. Here is the deſt roy ing 
angel of republics. Let us therefore cautiouſly 


you that ſpirit of jealouſy which leads to ever» 
laſting innovation; that ſpirit which diſappointed 


| . of your influence, and ee no 1 
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politicians and diſcontented demagogues will in- 
variably convert to the purpoſes of faction and 

| liforder. A government like ours reſts on the 

- broad baſis of public opinion ; give it then the 


| if a 1 | . = $ * ; , 

1 „ 511418 % 

„ diment to check che cc 6 rotation of "oy 
fl | wheels, The federal conſtitution preſerved on its 
bf | grand princi le, the ſttict union ol the ſtates; 2 
Wi. princip 

4 ꝓ fedulous attention to the character ol your public | 


ſervants and a ſtrict regard to morality and the 
education of youth, will enable you to battle the 


[ \ intrigues of pretended friends, ſucceſsfully to op- 5 
| poſe the attacks of open enemies and perpetuate 
| to generations yet unborn, thoſe Vleſkogs þ for which 
| ou have toiled and Died 1 
[ Tavs happy in the hebel . of an thoſe 
4 | rights and privileges, which render life defira- 
1 ble, we cannot but lament that a very. large 
proportion of the diſcover'd world, fill lan- 
pr Zuiſhes under the laſh of oppreſſion. That in 
N 1 many countries, where the richeſt luxuriancy of 
ö 1 | ſoil and moſt inviting alubricy of climate pre- 
'F _ vail; the inhabitants, inveloped | in more chan 
x monkiſh 1 ignorance, hold their lives and property 
| f ſubject to the wretched poſſeſſions. of ſome human 
| monſter. In others, a Rupid veneration even for 


the ſollies and vices of antiquity, have oppoſed au 

almoſt inſurmountable barrier to the introduc- 

tion of learning, or improvement, Bat in the eye 

of reaſon, it 1s clearly demonſtrable, that the di- 

vine influence of — liberty muſt ultimately - 
1 prevail 
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e ; und to * peri of darkneſs will me- 5 
cced, a corruſcation of light hat will penetrate 
the deepen: receſſes of 'bigotry and ignorance. | 
Nothing will more tend to produce this _gefired 
event than he liberal diſſemination of thoſe- prin- 
ciples upon which the rational ſyflem of our lib 
_ erty is predicated. The towering flight of the 
American eagle, hath already deſeribed in the. 
political horizon, the glorious path to freedom 
and independence. May the nations of the earth 
Profit by the brilliaricy of the example. We fond- 
ly cheriſh the hope that the auſpicious moment 
will arrive, when the great orb of day, ſhall not, 
with his genial rays, illumine a ſingle corner of 
this globe, which feels the hand of Tyranny or 
acknowledges the power of a maſter. Then 
will the conſequences which have flowed and 
will continue to flow from our revolution, be 
duly appreciated. Then will the applauding 
world. with joy record, the period which gave it 
birth ; and this day, ſo grateful to our feelings, 
ſo honorable to our nation, ſhall univerſally be 
celebrated as the grand jubilee of LI SRT Y. 
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